THE FEDERAL DEPOSITORY LIBRARY PROGRAM

What is GPO cataloging data?

GPO cataloging data consists of MARC records for books, serials, maps, audiovisual
materials, computer files, streaming videos, etc. cataloged by GPO that appear in the Catalog
of U.S. Government Publications (CGP). GPO creates cataloging data for U.S. Government
documents published by all three branches of the Federal Government. The majority of
records are for English-language materials, but GPO catalogs any documents in any language
used by the publishing agency. GPO is a member of Program for Cooperative Cataloging
(PCQC), including participation in CONSER, BIBCO and NACO and catalogs records according
to required standards for participating libraries. The majority of records will either be encoded
as full-level or abridged level. Other encoding levels may be used depending on the availability
of cataloging copy, the use of surrogates, etc. All records have a corresponding OCLC record
number EXCEPT records from the GPO Historic Shelflist (See FAQ #17). GPO currently uses
the separate record approach to cataloging, which means that there will be an individual
cataloging record created for each format of a publication, with a 776 MARC field link to all
other formats.
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